
 

 

2021 SEPSEA Virtual Conference 

May 19-21, 2021 

*all times CST* 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

10:00am-2:30pm  Preconference- Youth Mental Health First Aid  

     ($30 add on for materials) 

3:00pm-3:45pm  State of the Union- Think College 

3:45pm-4:45pm  Round tables 

1. Project First- Vocational Rehabilitation/Certified Rehab Providers 

2. Project Frist- program participants 

3. Person Centered Planning in a virtual world 

4. State alliances 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday, May 20, 2021 

10:00am-10:45am IPSE life during COVID- Panel of current students 

10:45am- 11:00am Break 

11:00am- 12:00pm Breakout session 1  

Strand Title Presenter(s) 

Transition to 
College 

Successful Strategies for 
Improving Employment 
Outcomes for Individuals 
with Intellectual 
Disabilities. 

Joseph Ryan, Erica Walters, 
Sharon Walters, & Jordan 
Stierle 
Clemson University 

Systems On a Roll: Expanding 
Transition Options, 
Inclusive Postsecondary 
Education, and 
Employment 
Opportunities 

Janice Blackmore-
Seabrooks, Drew Andrews, 
& Iris Neil 
Florida Center for Students 
with Unique Abilities 

Program 
Development 

Including Students in a 
Comprehensive 
Transition Program in 
On-Campus Housing 

Betty Patten & Lindsey 
Sharp 
Auburn University 

Program 
Development 

Practical steps for 
creating fully inclusive 
IPSE programs 

Lisa Hawthorne Ulmer, 
Alexis Szelwach, & Kristina 
Britton 
University of Georgia 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Promoting friendships for 
young adults with 
disabilities in inclusive 
college courses 

Sehrish Shikarpurya, 
Courtney Osburn, Alexis 
Villarreal, & Abigail Tassin 
Texas A&M University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Promoting Skill-Building: 
Student-Driven 
Independent Studies in 
an IHE Program 

Lauren Bethune-Dix & 
Jordan Ferrari 
Vanderbilt University 

 

12:00pm-1:00pm Lunch/State meetings 

 



1:15pm- 2:15pm  Breakout session 2  

Strand Title Presenter 

Systems  Program Accreditation: 
What we have 
Accomplished, What 
comes next? 

Cate Weir 
Stephanie Smith, & Lee 
Martha Mock 
 

Program 
development 

Professor Training: 
Preparing University 
Professors for Inclusive 
Education 

Edie Cusack 
College of Charleston 

Program 
Development 

Quality Supports: 
Strategies for Job Coach 
Recruitment, Training, 
and Supervision 

Lindsay Bowles Krech & 
Megan Macon 
Vanderbilt University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Awkward or Necessary? 
Developing Sexuality 
Education and Dating 
Knowledge of Young 
Adults with IDD in an 
Inclusive Postsecondary 
Program 

Sehrish Shikarpurya, Olivia 
Hester, Carly Gilson, & Julia 
Gault 
Texas A&M University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Effects of Covid-19 
Pandemic on College 
Students with Intellectual 
Disabilities 

Gwendolyn Carey, Brianna 
Joseph, & Lisa Finnegan 
Florida Atlantic University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Utilizing All Opportunities 
When Limited: The 
Importance of Virtual 
Programs and 
Partnerships 

Leigh Belmont, Charlotte 
Temple, & Susan Hamilton 
The Arc Jacksonville 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2:30pm-3:30pm   Breakout session 3 

Strand Title Presenter 

Transition to 
College 

Let Go & Let Grow: 
Preparing Families & 
Students for College 

Caroline Jurisich 
University of Louisiana 

Systems 
Change  

Leading the Way: 
Supporting individuals 
with IDD to lead IPSE 
research initiative  

Susanna Miller-Raines, Erin 
Vinoski Thomas & Darien 
Todd  
Georgia State University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Conquering the Barrier of 
Transportation 

Halle King, Andrea Pewitt & 
Eby Browning 
Lipscomb University 

Program 
Development 

Starting an IPSE in the 
Midst of a Pandemic – 
Implications for Strategic 
Virtual Innovations 
Moving Forward 

Danie Roberts-Dahm & 
Lyman L. Dukes 
University of South Florida, 
St Petersburg 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Inclusion is more than a 
checkbox: A framework 
for supporting co-
researchers with 
disabilities on research 
teams 

Sehrish Shikarpurya, Dr. 
Carly Gilson, Courtney 
Osburn & Alexis Villarreal 
Texas A&M University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Improving Self-
Regulation and Self-
determination with 
Mindfulness tools 

Sujata Norman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday, May 21, 2021 

10:00am-10:30am Keynote- IPSE Alum Darien Todd 

10:45am- 11:45am Breakout session 4  

Strand Title Presenter 

Transition to 
College 

Creating and Marketing 
A Statewide College 
Showcase 

Iris Neil & Claudia Bello 
Punto 
Florida Center for Students 
with Unique Abilities 

Systems Recent National Data on 
Inclusive Higher 
Education for Students 
with Intellectual Disability 

Meg Grigal & Clare Papay 
Think College 

Program 
Development 

Expanding EAGLES, 
Bridging the Gap to 
Meaningful Employment 

Lauren Ozment, Claire 
Carriere, & Jennifer Howard 
Auburn University 

Program 
Development 

Using Supported 
Employment in College 
to Increase Paid 
Employment 

Aliza Lambert, Jaclyn 
Camden 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Challenging Literate 
Invisibility: Supporting 
Postsecondary Students’ 
Functional Literacy 
Development Through 
Interprofessional 
Collaboration 

Alison Hessling, Carly 
Gilson & Olivia Hester 
Texas A&M University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Dignity of Risk: An 
Inclusive Independent 
Living Program Focused 
on Failing Upwards 

Emma Burgin & Macey 
Pierce 
University of Tennessee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12:00pm-12:45pm Lunch/Networking/Learn about SEPSEA  

Committees 

 

1:00pm-2:00pm  Breakout session 5  

Strand Title Presenter 

Transition 
to College 

Relationships and 
Romance: Everyone 
needs love and 
connection 

Amanda Bruce 
Ohio Valley Educational 
Cooperative 

Systems 
Change 

Life After IPSE: A 
comprehensive analysis 
of interviews from IPSE 
Alumni and Family 
members 

Darien Todd, Lauren 
Milliken, & Susanna Miller-
Raines 
Georgia State University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Beyond Service 
Learning: Outcomes of 
Powerful Collaboration 

Dominique Maynard & 
Debra G. Holzberg 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Supporting a Successful 
Transition Following 
Graduation from an IPSE 
Program 

Halle King & Andrea Pewitt 
Lipscomb University 

Innovative 
Ideas 

Let's talk about sex and 
relationships: Exploration 
of autonomy and 
intimacy. 

Kristin Johnson & Asher 
Pimpleton Gray 
Arkansas State University 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2:15pm-3:15pm  Breakout session 6 

Strand Title Presenter 

Transition to 
College 

Quality of Life of College 
Students with Autism 

Jacqueline Lubin 
Tennessee State University 

Program 
Development 

A Four Year Look-Back 
on Starting and 
Sustaining a PSE 
Program 

Tom E.C. Smith & Ashley 
Bradley 
University of Arkansas 

Innovative 
Ideas 

The Role of Counselors 
with Young Adults with 
Intellectual and 
Developmental 
Disabilities 

Emma Burgin 
University of Tennessee 

Innovative 
Ideas 

The Use of Sensory 
Processing Profile for 
Self-advocacy and Self-
Determination 

Edie Cusack & Jessica 
Surface 
College of Charleston 

Innovative 
Ideas 

A Culture of Acceptance: 
Integrating Students in a 
CTP to Sorority Life 

Jessica Milton & Lindsay 
Holdren 
Auburn University 

 

3:15pm-3:30pm  Closing session/awards 

    


